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1899-1902 the immediate genesis of the Boer War lay in the Jameson Raid in
Age 47-50 ^^ ^ ^ fajj[lire Of faQ Government in the next year or two
adequately to punish those who were responsible for it, in the
negotiations of 1897-1899 regarding the Outlanders' grievances, and
finally in President Kruger's ultimatum in October 1899. Its
remoter roots were embedded in the grandiose imperial schemes of
Cecil Rhodes, complicated by the discovery of gold and diamonds
in the Transvaal.
Rhodes, who was at the time of the Raid Prime Minister of Cape
Colony and Chairman of the Chartered Company, had for years
cherished the dream of a British South Africa stretching from the
Cape to the Zambesi. By an extraordinary display of energy, vision,
and diplomatic skill he had, by the year 1895, brought this ideal
within measurable distance of fulfilment. The forces which opposed
it were concentrated on the Transvaal Republic, but their resistance
had at every stage so far been frustrated and overreached by his
policy of peaceful encirclement. Cut off from the sea both on the
East and the West, intercepted and forestalled in the North, Presi-
dent Kruger and his burghers now occupied a forlorn enclave in an
almost unbroken tract of alien, and mostly British territory. It
speaks much for Rhodes' tact that in every phase of this compre-
hensive adventure he carried with him the favourable opinion or
frieaidly neutrality of the Cape Dutch.
Meanwhile the soil of the Transvaal had disclosed its unsuspected
mineral treasures, and these had attracted to the Rand a large body
of foreign immigrants bent on their exploitation. The desire of
Rhodes to paint the whole map red found in the " Outlanders " a
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